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Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
feIR > 31 January 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws, for relief of the poor in Ireland 
are desirous of calling the attention of Secretary Sir George Grey to the state 
ot Unions m Ireland, which are at present under the, management of Vice- 
Guardians, but m which the Elective Boards of Guardians will be restored bv 
the operation of the law on the 25th of March next. J 



The Unions adverted to are thp following, being 32 in number - 



Clifden. 

Galway. 

Gort. 

Loughrea. 

Tuam. 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Mohill. 

Ballina. 

Ballinrobe. 

Castlebar. 

Westport. 



Castlerea. 


Scariff. 


Roscommon. 


Bantry. 


Kilkenny. 


Kanturk. 


Tullamore. 


Cahirciveen. 


Granard. 


Kenmare. 


Longford. 


Newcastle. 


Trim. 


Waterford. 


Athlone. 


Enniskillen. 


New Ross. 


Cootehill. 


Ennistymon. 

Kilrush. 


Cavan. 



There are some of these Unions in which, under any circumstances, the Com- 
missioners would propose to restore the Elective Boards of Guardians. In the 
great majority of the cases, however, the Commissioners regard with apprehen- 
sion the consequences of restoring the Boards of Guardians on the 25th of 
March next. 

The reasons which induced the Commissioners to dissolve the Boards of 
Guardians in those Unions are stated fully in the Commissioners’ First Annual 
Report, which was presented to Parliament last year, and the Commissioners 
deem it right to set out on the present occasion the passage in which those 
reasons are so stated. 

After observing that it had become, at an early period, quite certain that 
much destitution would arise in many parts of the country, the Commissioners 
proceeded as follows : — 

21. “ In order to relieve that destitution effectually, without at the same 
time weakening the industrial impulses of the labouring class, it was necessary 
that each Board of Guardians should apply itself with earnestness and diligence 
to the discharge of its undoubted duties ; that it should make in due time suffi- 
cient rates to meet the approach of distress, and proceed vigorously and impar- 
tially to enforce their collection ; extend its workhouse accommodation in all 
practicable ways ; secure ample stocks of bedding and clothing, so as to provide 

6l * for 
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for a large accession to the number of wkhouse inmates; appoint in due 

course a sufficient and trustworthy staff of relieving officers ; furmsh those 
officers with immediate means and directions for receiving and inquiring into 
applications from the destitute; apply itself to a careful and effective examina- 
tion of the claims of the several applicants, and assign with due and impartial 
discrimination the proper amount and kind of relief to be afforded m each indi- 
vidual case. It was likewise necessary to the due administration of relief in 
each Union, that the Board of Guardians should strictly observe the provisions 
of the Legislature, and the roles prescribed by the Commissioners for their 
guidance and control. 

02 “ The large extent of area and population in many of the Irish Unions ; 
the great number of electoral divisions, and consequently the great number of 
members on the Board ; the uncertainty arising therefrom of steady views of 
management being persevered in ; the irregularity of attendance, arising partly 
from the great distance of many Guardians from their place of meeting ; 
the length and variety of discussions on topics of interest arising at the Board ; 
the general unwillingness to attend to the laborious details of a new and 
extensive system of out-door relief these circumstances, notwithstanding the 
utmost energy and attention on the part of individual Guardians, rendered 
it improbable that the application of the new powers of the Guardians under 
the Extension Act to a large mass of actual or pretended destitution would in 
all instances, be attended with success ; and if the line of conduct described in 
paragraph 21 should be departed from, iu one or more essential points, m any 
Union where the actual distress was severe and extensive, there was too much 
reason to apprehend a failure of due relief, on the one hand ; and, on the other, 
a maladministration of the funds obtained from the rate-payers. 

23. “ The power of dissolving a Board of Guardians, and immediately 
appointing paid officers for the discharge of their duties, was given by the 
Legislature, apparently under some feeling of distrust as to the universal efficacy 
of the existing machinery for the administration of out-door relief under the 
present circumstances of Ireland. Theoretically, the appointment of a small 
number of paid officers was calculated to remedy the leading defects incidental 
to the administration of relief by a Board of Guardians. For example^ they 
would not be led by any undue considerations to decline the making otsumcient 
rates or the enforcement of their impartial and prompt collection : they would 
have’ time at their disposal amply sufficient for the conduct of the general 
business of the Union and the control of the subordinate officers for superin- 
tending the details of workhouse management, and examining the Relieving 
Officers’ lists of applicants for relief, and deciding on the individual cases : they 
would be enabled to devote to these various duties, instead of a part of one day 
weekly, many hours of every day in each week, unimpeded 'by the lengthened 
discussions unavoidable in a more numerous assemblage of Guardians : they 
would be directly amenable for a close observance of the Statutes and the 
Regulations issued by the Commissioners, and for explanations of their conduct, 
if they acted on any material point in opposition to the general course of policy 
inculcated by the 'Central Board : finally, they would feel impelled by a sense 
of direct and concentrated responsibility to the faithful and vigilant discharge 
of their several duties.” 



24. “ Taking this view as to the comparative efficacy in difficult circumstances 
of a Board of Guardians and a Board of Paid Officers, we felt that, having been 
provided with power to use the latter machinery, we should be deeply respon- 
sible if by reason of our neglecting to do so, consequences disastrous either to the 
destitute poor or to the rate-payers should be permitted in any Union to pre- 
vail. Although reluctant in the. highest degree to interfere, even temporarily, 
with a system of self-government, involving the great principle of popular repre- 
sentation in the raising and expenditure of a public fund, it appeared. to us that 
in the immediate circumstances of the country, a more imperative object 
demanded for a time the sacrifice of those considerations, and that it was our 
paramount duty, by every means which the Legislature had placed at our disposal, 
to provide for the effectual relief of the destitute poor.” 

25. “ Under 
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25 “ Under the influence of these views, we have, on the occurrence of what 
we thought to be serious default in the discharge of the duties of Guardians, 
dissolved thirty-two Boards, and appointed paid officers to act m the execution 
of their duties.” 

The Commissioners now desire to state, that in regard to many of the Unions 
on the above list, the same considerations which led to the dissolution of the 
Boards of Guardians, render it unadvisable to restore such Boards on the 25th 
of next March ; and the Commissioners suggest for consideration, whether it 
might not be advisable that a short Bill should be brought into Parliament to 
postpone the period of their “ restoration” until the 29th of next September. 

The reasons on which this recommendation is founded are, — 

1st The period of the year when the destitution in these Unions is the greatest 
is during the four months following the 25th of March ; and it would be prudent 
to devolve new duties on the Guardians at a time when these duties are likely 
to be the lightest, rather than at a time when those duties are certain to be the 
heaviest. 

2dly. There is no doubt that in many of the Unions, especially in the West of 
Ireland, the destitution cannot be adequately relieved from the Poor-rates during 
the present year, and it will become absolutely necessary to give extraneous 
pecuniary assistance to them on a comparatively large scale. Now, if this is so, 
the Commissioners think that it would be satisfactory to entrust the adminis- 
tration of funds for relief purposes to paid officers, appointed by and responsible 
to the Commissioners, rather than to Elective Boards of Guardians. 

If Sir George Grey should concur in these views, the Commissioners would 
suggest that the Commissioners should be invested with the power of deferring, 
until the 29th September next, the restoration of all the dissolved Boards, leaving 
it to the discretion of the Commissioners to restore, on the 25th of March such 
Boards as would, in the opinion of the Commissioners, be likely to discharge 
their duties efficiently, according to the intention of the Legislature. 



I have, fee. 

(signed) Wm. Stanley, 

Secretary. 

G. C. Lewis, Esq., m.'p. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Home Office, London. 
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